
May 04, 2007 

 

Dear Friends of LIFEBUILDERS MINISTRIES: 

 

I think that most Christians never become aware of the extent of Christ’s redemptive/ 

shepherding work on their behalf. But when realized it becomes a well spring of 

peace, joy, and contentment for their lives. It can best be illustrated by the 

Shepherd’s work in preparing  the “green pastures” for his flock. Not too many 

people realize that in ancient Israel (especially Palestine where David kept his 

father’s flocks) the terrain was a dry, brown, sun-burned wasteland. 

 

Green pastures did not happen by chance, but were the product of tremendous labor, 

time, and skill in land use.  They were the result of clearing rough rocky land, of 

tearing out brush, roots,  and stumps, of deep plowing and careful soil preparation, of 

seeding and planting special grains and legumes; of irrigating with water and 

husbanding with care the crops of forage that would feed the flocks. All of this 

represented tremendous toil, skill, and time for the careful shepherd. If his sheep 

were to enjoy green pastures amid the brown, barren hills it meant he had a 

tremendous job to do. But green pastures were essential to success with sheep so the 

shepherd put in whatever effort necessary for their well being. What the shepherd did 

for the sheep Christ did for us in Redemption. 

 

How He works to clear our lives of the rocks of stony unbelief. How He tries to tear 

out the roots of bitterness. He attempts to break up the hard, proud human heart that 

is set like sun-dried clay. He then sows the seed of His own precious Word, which, if 

given half a chance to grow will produce rich crops of contentment and peace.   He 

waters this with the dews and rain of His own presence by the Holy Spirit. He tends 

and cares and cultivates the life, longing to see it become rich and green and 

productive.  

 

This is all indicative of the unrelenting energy and industry of an owner who wishes 

to see his sheep satisfied and well fed. It all denotes our Shepherd’s desire to see our 

best interests served.   His concern for our care is beyond our comprehension, really, 

but we can do our best to enjoy and revel in all He has brought into effect. 

 

The statement in John 10:10 where Jesus said that He had come that they might 

“have life and have it more abundantly” covered a lot of ground. And when you add 



II Peter 1:3 which says, “We have been given all things that pertain to life and godliness,” it 

almost takes the breath away! But the good news is that it is here, COMPLETE, and will not go 

away, so let’s just understand all we can through the diligent study of His Word – Colossians 

3:16. 

 

MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

 

Baptismal Service. Nothing seems to gladden the hearts of the 

Saints more than seeing a new believer follow the Lord in the joy 

of genuine faith-filled Baptism. I had the privilege to baptize 

Rhonda Israel from Nu-Elm apartments this past Saturday night 

in the presence of all the Nu-Elm volunteer staff and about 30 

other friends and fellow believers. I don’t think I will ever forget 

her shouts  of joy as she came up out of the Baptismal water! It 

was the crowning point of a Holy Spirit-filled evening made up 

of congregational praise and worship, special music from 

Rhonda’s friend (who had witnessed to her for several years), 

and special teaching on Baptism by Isaac Roberts, Nu-Elm Site-

Leader. Baptism services with Lifebuilders are well-planned 

worship events because each one seems so special as to warrant 

more celebration than just a brief moment before or after a 

regular service. We wish to thank South Haven Baptist, our 

sponsoring church, for the use of their Baptistery. A fellowship dinner was held afterwards in the 

apartment that the Church meets in each Sunday evening. Rhonda will be a candidate for 

membership at Nu-Elm when the church is finally constituted.   

 

Commissioning Service. On Tuesday evening, May 1, at 

National Heights Baptist, Victor and Sandy Shull were 

honored with a special dedication service affirming their 

decision to take the position as Site-Leaders at Villa-Marie. 

It was also a worship-filled event with the strong presence of 

the Holy Spirit. National Heights Pastor, Vaughn 

Weatherford spoke of the value of having the presence of 

the Ministry in the community. G.C.B.A. Director of 

Missions, Mike Haynes ,spoke of the thrill and inspiration of 

seeing God raise up leaders, and I tried to share some practical wisdom with them out of the 

book of  II Timothy. Perhaps the most touching moment was when everyone gathered around to   

pray for their personal well-being and the success of their ministry. There were also many 

personal expressions of  love and appreciation from those whose lives Victor and Sandy have 

already touched. Embracing a poor, transient, relationally broken, and mostly spiritually 

bankrupt culture  requires a special kind of shepherding love. We feel that Villa Marie is in good 

hands with these servants of Christ. 

 

Board and Ministry Expansion. Major steps toward achieving certain cherished LBM goals were 

taken at a board meeting held on Saturday, April 28 at which eight new board members were 

installed (bringing the total number to twelve) and the pursuit of a set of 3-year goals was 



approved. This expansion of the board was at least 4 

months in the making and we are very happy with the 

composition of gifts and talents of those who came to 

serve. LBM founder Winston Barnett shared the beginning 

and history of Lifebuilders, it’s present activities, and 

future goals. The vision and primary objectives of the 

ministry seemed to be fervently received, and we were 

amazed at the amount of preliminary suggestions as to how 

to move ahead. Each member present signed up to be on at 

least one of four sub-committees-finance, benevolence, 

personnel, and fund development.  

The 3-year goals that were approved to be pursued and hopefully accomplished by the end of 

2010 are: 

1. Add two to three more  Ministry properties. 

2. Convert some of the volunteer positions to salaried positions. 

3. Develop a centrally coordinated At-Risk Youth Program. 

4. Begin  a single mom’s “Hands Up” Program. 

5. Develop strategic benevolence plan. 

6. Improve skill levels of volunteers and paid staff. 

Lifebuilders has been in need of an active board for some time. We feel that God has brought 

this one together to help us reach these Christ-Centered goals. Pictured above, standing, left to 

right-Darrell Hobbs, Ken Kilby, Dan Smith,   Steve Hamm, Vaughn Weatherford, David Dobbs; 

seated left to right-Billy Barnett, Winston Barnett,  Judy Miller,    Raedean Pollard; Not pictured 

are  Hosea Bilyeu and Laura Smith. Please pray for us as we move forward.  

 

Outreach Seminar. The long-awaited and twice cancelled (due to weather) L.B.M. Outreach 

Seminar is scheduled with certainty for Saturday, June 2, 9:30 AM-1:30 PM. We urge you to 

come and learn to mentor someone to Christ from the first knock on the door to the salvation 

prayer. While some of it’s components are uniquely designed with the low-income culture in 

mind (building relationships, etc), we feel it will primarily work in any culture. In developing 

this method, we intended for it to be short, simple, and something anyone could learn. We think 

these goals have been met. The seminar is free for LBM volunteers but there is a $10 charge for 

outside guests. Please RSVP to Joyce at Lifebuilder’s office-(phone 873-9572, email-

lifebuildersmin@sbcglobal.net) by Friday, May 25.  LBM workers and spouses are especially 

urged to come as this is considered to be our second quarter learning experience in lieu of a 

regular quarterly meeting. 

 

We are thrilled as we see the Ministry continue to flourish. We are so amazed at the people God 

seems to keep bringing us. We pray that we will be a blessing to you. Let us know how we may 

serve you. 

 

For His Kingdom, 

 
S 
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Winston, Sue,  & Lifebuilder’s Team 

    


