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Dear Friends of LIFEBUILDERS MINISTRIES: 

 

March has always been considered to be the windy month. We have already had 

some strong winds here and I have seen a few kites. In John chapter 3 the Lord used 

some of the characteristics of wind to describe the mysterious operation of the Holy 

Spirit in the new birth. In verse 8 He says that “the wind blows wherever it wishes 

and you can hear the sound thereof but can’t tell where it comes from or where it will 

go next; so is everyone that is born of the Spirit.” In other words you can’t control it 

but can know it’s there and feel its effects. Just the other day a lady who had just 

recently given her life to the Lord was in the office with tears welling in her eyes 

talking about how everything was new to her now, and how she had not been raised 

to study the Bible but now it was so alive to her. As she was speaking we felt the 

Spirit’s presence. It was unmistakeable. What Joy! It seems though, as some 

Christians grow “older” in the faith, that this freshness of the Spirit diminishes but 

that doesn’t have to be the case. By practicing His presence we can keep it fresh. 

Ephesians 5:18-21 says to “be filled with the Spirit.” How? “By speaking to 

yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things unto God and the Father in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting yourselves one to another in the fear 

of God.” Praise Him with songs, stay in the word, give thanks continually, and have 

a submissive spirit.   P…r…a…c…t…i…c…e    it.    It works! 

 

MINISTRY HAPPPENINGS 

 

The Miracle of the mundane. Sometimes I think we tend to 

measure ministry success too much in terms of special 

programs, big events, large attendance, spectacular 

conversions, etc. And while  these are important factors, 

we need to realize that without dedication to regular 

routines these “special” things either would not happen or 

would be greatly hindered. The detailed extent to which 

Lifebuilders gets involved in peoples lives was (I think) 

best described in Sandra Beck’s (Nu-Elm resident) 

testimony as printed in last month’s newsletter. Please take 

time to re-read this. And this is only one example. It would 

 



be almost impossible to report all the details of each episode as 

this is usually happening (regularly) in several lives at once. In 

fact, I consider it to be the primary heart of our ministry (Luke 

4:18). And yes, it does takes a lot of time and hard work (as in 

the “Good Samaritan” episode – Luke 10, and the Savior’s 

work on the Cross) but oh so joy-filled and rewarding, 

especially when you see people’s lives change and they begin 

to “pass it on”. And of course there are the regular weekly, 

monthly and yearly activities conducted in each of the 4 

locations – worship services, classes, VBS’s, block parties, 

movie nights, holiday celebrations, and many singular “acts of 

kindness” that go unreported, not to mention the sadness of 

constantly seeing spiritually, emotionally, and psychologically 

under-nourished children “pass through” our hands into whose 

lives we can only hope to plant seeds. Am I complaining? No, but rather  as the Apostle Paul, I 

“thank Christ Jesus our Lord that He enabled me and counted me faithful putting me in the 

Ministry.” – I Timothy 1:12. And the only other joy that could be equal to this or perhaps greater 

is to see the 40+ servant- volunteers who have embraced the ministry and serve weekly, not to 

mention many others who have rendered great service in activities that required less frequent 

commitment. I will always believe that the real secret to success is in the perseverance of 

commitment to what some may regard as just regular, practical, mundane duties… 

 

“Inasmuch as you have done it to the “least of these”…   It was 

in the midst of a busy professional ministry career that former 

MBC Church Planter Strategist Ken McCune deliberately made 

a choice to mentor 10-yr old Chris Primm. I can’t tell you how 

my heart was touched when I received the call from Ken 

expressing his desire to do this. We had done the best we could 

for Chris (who lives with his mom and sister at Glenwood apts), 

but as most boys who are raised without the benefit of a positive 

father image in the home Chris had special  needs  in  that  area.                    Ken and Chris  

Ken spent time with  Chris for almost two years teaching him among many other things, the 

practical value of handling money such as how to have a good time while spending very little, 

and at times being okay to spend more. Chris made a profession of faith in Christ and was 

baptized late last year. I can’t help but believe his time with Ken helped in his decision. And 

even though Chris has “growing” to do, he has demonstrated a good heart and we feel he has a 

good foundation. His mother’s growing faith and earnest desire for Chris to live right is also a 

positive factor in his future as well. We personally regret to say that Ken has recently moved on 

to a new Church Planter Strategist position in Illinois, but our loss is their gain and we know that 

the Lord is leading Ken wherever he goes. We will miss you greatly Ken, and wish to express 

our deep appreciation for all your encouragement to the Multi-Housing Church Planting effort 

here in Springfield, Mo, and for your willingness to reach out to the “last, the lost, and the least” 

of  peoples.  Only eternity will reveal the significance of your love for, and efforts to lead people 

into the Kingdom of Christ. We wish you the very best! 

 



Worker’s Quarterly Meeting. 

On Saturday, March 24 a special worker’s meeting for Lifebuilders volunteers and spouses will 

be held at National Heights Baptist Church Fellowship Hall (3050 N. National) from 4:00 – 7:30 

p.m. Activities will include music, “state of the ministry” address by Winston Barnett, practical 

“site” worships, catered dinner (Buckinghams!) and a special speaker.  This will be a great time 

of worship, fun, fellowship and learning. You will be inspired by the presence of people that 

serve in other sites that you never get to see. Please plan to attend if at all possible! 

 

Spring Sportsfest 

On Saturday, March 31
st
 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. a Spring Sportsfest for kids 5 yrs and up will be 

conducted by approximately 75 High School Youth (9
th

 – 12
th

 grades) who will be divided 

among LBM’s  four  ministry sites. This is a part of a special Youth Missions Weekend being 

held at Ridgecrest Baptist Church. Some of the sports included will be basketball, soccer, dodge-

ball, frisbee with other games for the smaller children.  Help us spread the word! 

 

I think of many of you personally as I pray for the Holy Spirit to bring to mind those who have 

need for special prayer. If you could only know how much I long to just sit down with you and 

talk, and perhaps share a cup of coffee and a “holy hug.” But time, distance, and many other 

things circumvent that, as you well know. But please be aware of how much your love, prayers, 

and faithful financial support is personally appreciated by me, as well as many others. Without 

them I feel I could hardly continue in this ministry. I pray for all of your lives to be filled with 

the holiness of God, and for many happy times for you and your families. May the peace and 

presence of Jesus Christ prevail in your lives until the very moment you leave this planet – John 

14:27. 

 

We love you, 

 

S 
 

Winston, Sue, & Lifebuilders Team 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


